Resolution for Palestine

The 9th World Congress of the International Association of Freethought, held on 10 and 11
October 2025 in Grenoble (France), strongly condemns the genocide in Palestine, denouncing
violations of international law, the use of violence against an unarmed civilian population, and the
exploitation of religions to justify injustice.

The IAFT affirms its solidarity with the Palestinian people, condemns the decisions of
governments to refuse asylum to the Palestinian people, and recalls that respect for human
dignity and equality before the law is non-negotiable.

The fragile ceasefire of 10 October does not mark the beginning of a comprehensive process
towards respect for these fundamental principles, either in Gaza or in the West Bank.

We must, in a global effort, reject complicity, raise awareness and continue the struggle for a
secular, just and united world.

Historical memory, secularism and responsibility

In 1936, the legitimately democratic Spanish Republic was abandoned by the major powers in the
face of rising fascism. It was crushed, not only militarily, but also morally — left alone against the
alliance of dictatorships. This abandonment paved the way for more than 40 years of dictatorship
and the Second World War.

Today, the Palestinian people are asking the world the same question. They are experiencing
similar isolation: occupation, bombardment, blockade, denial of rights. The vast majority of states
are turning a blind eye or justifying this state of affairs.

But today, in opposition to this, we are seeing a strong mobilisation of global civil society
(demonstrations, BDS campaigns, humanitarian networks, international flotillas sailing to break
the blockade), but most of the major powers continue to provide diplomatic, economic or military
support to Israel, or remain cautious so as not to get involved.

Today, the Palestinian question has become, beyond a territorial conflict, a global symbol of the
struggles against oppression, colonialism, apartheid and occupation.

In Palestine, war and occupation are having a barbaric impact on the population, even after the
recent fragile ceasefire in Gaza. Schools are bombed, turned into makeshift shelters or left in ruins.
Yet teachers continue to teach, sometimes in tents, sometimes in the rubble, so that children can
continue to learn to read, think and hope.

In villages and camps, popular committees, women's associations and community initiatives are
inventing new forms of popular education, solidarity and shared culture every day. Thus,
teaching in Palestine is an act of resistance. In the face of destruction, the school remains a space
for life, thought and dignity. It tells the world that knowledge and freedom are indestructible.

The international community must protect the Palestinian people's right to education in all
circumstances, in accordance with humanitarian law and international conventions.



The International Association of Freethought calls for secular, democratic and international
mobilisation against all forms of fanaticism, apartheid, and economic or religious domination.

We say it in the words of those who fought before us: ‘Every man's death diminishes me, because I am
part of mankind. That is why you should never ask for whom the bell tolls: it tolls for thee” — Ernest

Hemingway, For Whom the Bell Tolls
Call from the 9" Congress of the IAFT

We invite associations, trade unions, teachers, students, freethinkers and all human consciences to

join this appeal.
So that secularism, reason and justice may finally guide peoples and nations.

Long live secularism and the separation of church and state,
long live freedom of conscience,
long live solidarity among peoples!
Grenoble, 11 October 2025
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