
For the release of Azat Miftakhov
Russian mathematician  Azat Miftakhov,  who was a doctoral student in Moscow, has been in
prison in his country since 2019, sentenced to six years in prison for the first time in 2021 for
breaking a window in an office of United Russia, the ruling political party. Released in 2023, he
was re-arrested the same day for ‘glorifying terrorism’ in a conversation with a fellow prisoner
and  sentenced  to  four  years  in  prison.  From  the  outset,  the  international  mathematical
community has  rallied  in  support  of  Azat  Miftakhov,  and  Russia  was  condemned  by  the
European Court of Human Rights on 13 September 2023.

In August 2025, the young mathematician, already a winner of international awards and known
for his anarchist and pacifist views, was once again convicted by the Court of Appeal and must
serve another two years, including six months in prison and eighteen months in a strict regime
penal colony.

At  the  request  of  the  FreeAzat Association,  the International  Association  of  Freethought,
meeting at its 9th World Congress, decided to take action, notably through its representation on
the UN Human Rights Council, to secure the immediate release of Azat Miftakhov and political
prisoners of conscience in Russia.

On 20 September 2025, political prisoners Azat Miftakhov and Alexei Gorinov filed a complaint
against the Russian authorities with the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention.
Both were convicted a second time on fabricated charges of ‘glorifying terrorism’.

Win a case to win a cause!
The International Association of Freethought demands the

immediate release of Azat Miftakhov and all political prisoners
of conscience in Russia.
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