
The 9th World Congress
of the International Association of Free Thought

Supports and demands
The request for the rehabilitation of Francisco

Ferrer and the annulment of the sentence that led 
to his execution by firing squad in the moats 

of Montjuïc Fort in Barcelona.

Francisco Ferrer was  a  Spanish  freethinker,  Freemason and  libertarian educator. In  1901,  he
founded the Modern School, a rationalist educational project that promoted co-education, social
equality, rational teaching, autonomy and mutual aid. It was the first in a network that grew to
more than a hundred schools  in Spain by 1907.  It  inspired American  modern schools and new
educational trends.

In 1907, he contributed to the creation of the Solidaridad Obrera trade union and the founding of
its eponymous newspaper  Solidaridad Obrera (first issue on 19 October). For  Francisco Ferrer,
Christian Manichaeism explains its reproduction in society and therefore inequalities. Here again,
he wanted to use education to resolve this.

Francisco Ferrer was a member of the League for Human Regeneration founded by Paul Robin.
Like Paul Robin with his orphanage in Cempuis, Ferrer believed that the implementation of neo-
Malthusianism required the affirmation of the importance of school hygiene.

With Charles-Ange Laisant and supported by Sébastien Faure and Charles Malato, he founded
the International League for  the Rational Education of  Children in April  1908,  with  Anatole
France as  its  honorary president.  It  quickly gained a significant  following among progressive
circles  in  Europe  and  the  support  of  prominent  figures  such  as  Aristide  Briand,  Pierre
Kropotkine and Paul Robin. 

In 1909, following the events of the tragic week in Barcelona, he was wrongly accused (notably by
the Catholic clergy) of being one of the instigators. Sentenced to death on 9 October at the Model
Prison  by  a  military  tribunal  after  a  mock trial,  he  was shot  on  13  October  in  Montjuïc.  His
execution sparked a major international protest movement.

Rehabilitation of Francisco Ferrer,
Executed as an example by the clerical-monarchist reaction!



Greetings from the Ferrer i Guàrdia Foundation 
to the 9th Congress of IAFT

10 and 11 October 2025

We would  like  to  convey  the  fraternal  greetings  of  the  Ferrer  i  Guardia  Foundation,  which
unfortunately was unable to attend this international meeting.

Our absence is due to  the commemoration of the execution of Francesc Ferrer i Guardia, who
was shot on 13 October 1909 by the Spanish State, victim of an injustice aimed at silencing his firm
commitment to free education, reason and citizen emancipation.

Ferrer i Guardia is a universal symbol of freethought, the fight against dogma and the defence of
a secular, scientific and humanist school system. His legacy is more relevant than ever today, in
a world where religious structures still seek to condition our freedoms, and where the memory of
those who fought for reason must be upheld firmly and without compromise.

We invite you to join the campaign  Justicia para Ferrer | Campaign for the annulment of the
sentence.

At the Foundation, we firmly adhere to the principles that guide this meeting: solidarity among
free thinkers, denunciation of crimes committed by churches, and the demand for transparency
regarding their wealth.

Reason, justice, and solidarity must guide our actions in these times when dogma still attempts to
impose itself on freedom of conscience.

In  a  world  fragmented  by  sectarian  interests  and  exclusionary  rhetoric,  the  Freethinkers
community must be a refuge of mutual support. But sharing ideas is not enough: we must build
networks  of  collaboration,  safe  spaces  for  critical  thinking,  and  effective  mechanisms  for
cooperation between our associations.

Let us continue to build together a world where Reason, Fraternity and Liberty are not exceptions,
but the norm — thus expanding a universal strategy of resistance.

We would like to share a quote from Anselm Clavé that sums up this position: ‘Educate yourselves
and you will be free, unite and you will be strong, love one another and you will be happy.’

You have our full support for the work you will accomplish during these days, as well as our firm
commitment to participate in your 10th congress.

Joan-Francesc Pont
President

Barcelone, 09/10/2025


