
International Declaration
Of the IXth World Congress of the IAFT

- Grenoble/Lyon (France), 10 and 11 October 2025

The IXth Congress of the International Association of the Free Thought (IAFT), meeting
in France, has decided to take full part in the 120thanniversary of the great French law of
Separation of Churches and State of 9 December 1905. 
Following in the footsteps of the USA and Mexico, France consolidated the path towards
separation by adopting the 1905 Law. 

The principles of Separation found their precise formulation at the World Congress of the
Free Thought in Rome in 1904, held opposite the Vatican City. 
Since  then,  many  countries  have  partially  or  fully  implemented  these  principles  of
Separation  of  Civil  and  Religious  in  their  Constitutions,  thus  ensuring  respect  for
Freedom of Conscience.
Separation  of  Church  and  State  was  achieved  in  the  United  States  of  America,  a
predominantly Protestant country, in 1789. 
Then in Mexico, a country with a Catholic tradition, in 1874. 
And in France, the country of the Renaissance, the Enlightenment and the Revolution, in
1795, 1871 and 1905. 
In 1918, Lenin imposed it in Russia, a country with an Orthodox tradition. In 1937, it was
the turn of Muslim Turkey to partially establish it. 

Then and now? 
In Buddhist  Nepal,  Separation was established in 2008. In  Bolivia,  which mixes pagan
cults with Christianity, it was established in 2009. In Angola in Africa, a land of animism
and religious syncretism, it was decided in 2010.

Whatever  their  history,  dominant  religion  or  majority  culture,  one  thing  is  clear:  the
separation  of  Churches,  religions,  cults  and  the  State  is  the  democratic  solution
applicable  everywhere  and  in  all  circumstances.  It  is  freedom  won  and  democracy
established. It is national in form and international in content. It is the future of all peoples
and all nations.

\

In the International Conference against Concordats, held in Paris in April 2023, the IAFT
declared:

 Respect for and defence of freedom of conscience cannot exist without a legal and
legislative mechanism to  separate  the religious sphere from temporal power. As
Victor Hugo, the great freethinking writer, put it: "The State at home, the Church at
home". 



 In  many  countries,  there  is  effective  separation  of  Church  and  State,  and
elsewhere,  secular  elements  exist  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent  in  constitutions.
Separation of Church and State  is therefore not the prerogative of any particular
country, in which case it would be an exception. On the contrary, in its various
forms, freedom of conscience is first and foremost a widespread universal concept
as an aspiration for more and better democracy and for the deepening of individual
and collective freedoms.

 Established  and  official  churches  and  religions  essentially  discriminate  against
those who do not follow them. They are fundamentally unequal and in flagrant
contradiction with the application of genuine freedom of conscience.

 In opposition to the universal principles of freedom of expression and association,
the  Concordats,  Churches  and  official  and  established  Religions  inevitably
engage in the repression of ideas and people who do not identify with the "official
values" thus proclaimed and imposed by the States. The Catholic Concordats, the
Churches  and  the  official  and  established  religions  contribute,  through  their
doctrines of submission to the State and to power, particularly economic power, to
reinforcing the will to implement State ideologies, which are totalitarian by nature.
These provisions, often referred to as "blasphemy offences", currently qualified, in
an attempt to conceal ‘offence to religious feelings’, are in many cases punishable by
law. 

 The  direct  or  indirect  public  funding  of  Religions,  Churches  and  Cults  by
distributing the money of all for the benefit of the philosophical option of a few is
discriminatory  and  contradictory  by  nature  with  the  notion  of  freedom  of
conscience fundamentally applicable to non-believers as well as believers, as is the
loss of public money due to the privileged tax exemptions from which they benefit.
This is a scandalous advantage and a misappropriation of public money that should
be used for the general interest and not for the private interests of sects.

 The  privileges,  particularly  financial,  granted  to  the  teaching  networks  of  the
Churches and Religions  by some States undermine the requirement for a  secular
public  school  open to  all  and are  discriminatory,  because  they  undermine  the
principles of equality, science and rationalism.

 Catholic  Churches  regularly  use  their  special  status,  granted  or  protected  by
complaisant States, to evade human justice in the case of crimes, particularly sexual
crimes. This is intolerable discrimination. When  Exceptional Justice,  even if it is
canonical,  protects  religious  people  and  lets  them  escape  their  responsibilities,
Human Law is denied and violated.



At a time when War is practically on every continent,  when it  seems to be advancing
inexorably in the most barbaric fashion, the whole of American society is facing a new
clerical  offensive  (faith  based)  on  a  massive  scale,  calling  into  question  the  Wall  of
Separation of the First Amendment, patiently built for the People, by the People and with
the  People,  the  IXth  Congress  of  the  IAFT  is  proud  to  stand  alongside  the  North
American  Secular,  Humanist,  Atheist  and  Freethought  Associations  which  are  the
defenders  of  this  wall  protecting  freedom of  conscience,  and sends  them its  fraternal
greetings in total solidarity.

The IAFT lends its full support and solidarity to all peoples who are defending their right
to self-determination and who wish to fight against the barbarity of war and its trail of
massacres, theft, pillage, rape and destruction. 
The IAFT denounces the intervention of religions to justify these massacres and often to
organise them.

Free men in a free society

From everything we have discussed in this Declaration, we can draw one conclusion: as
Rousseau said, "Man is born free and yet he is everywhere in chains". The greatest hindrance
around the ankles of Humanity is the chain and ball and chain of religion.

We must  be  free  to  think  and  live  in  a  society  organised  according  to  our  will.  Our
perception of who and what we are, what we choose to believe, the life we intend to lead,
how we choose to express ourselves, and with whom we choose to associate, determines
our future and our happiness. Freedom of conscience is therefore of prime importance in
building the society in which we choose to live. 

Consequently, we demand two things:

1. On  an  individual  level,  we  declare  ourselves  in  favour  of  the  international
development of  Free Thought, which is the only basis of true Humanism. If belief in
gods persists, then there can be no dignified place for Man. We must choose, and we
have chosen Man. 

2. Because true freedom of conscience can only exist through the neutrality of states and
public  services  in  philosophical  matters  (religious or anti-religious),  we call  for  the
complete  Separation of State and Church  in all  countries.  No government  has the
right to impose religious belief or non-belief on its citizens.

We unconditionally support the secularism and neutrality of governments that leave each
individual  free  to  choose  and  express  his  or  her  own  beliefs,  without  any  social  or
governmental constraints.

Currently, religions, particularly in Europe and South America, never mention the word



secularism, preferring instead to use the term multiculturalism, which sometimes eludes
them, even though it refers  to the  positive secularism they have defended for so long.
Multiculturalism consists  of  formulating  relations  between  religions  and  states  on  an
equal  footing,  both  between  religions  themselves,  without  taking  into  account  the
privileges  enjoyed  by  some,  and  at  the  legal  level  between  the  state  and each  of  the
religions, establishing relations of protection of privileges by the state. It is a covert way of
renewing the medieval pact between the Sword and the Altar.

On the occasion of the  120thanniversary of the French law of Separation of Church and
State, we declare :

● Believing that the emancipation of Man must be pursued in all fields, the Libre Pensée
reaffirms its willingness to fight equally alongside all men and associations inspired by the
same principles; all ideas, forces or institutions which tend to diminish, enslave or pervert
individuals;  its willingness to defend peace, freedoms, Human Rights,  Secularism of
School and State.

● Believing that all beliefs are subject to free criticism, it intends to impose no limits, and
to allow no limits  to  be imposed,  on the use of  free  examination as a method of  free
thought.   

● To its members,  fraternally  united in common action, it  proposes the most effective
method of individual improvement and collective renewal.

● It urges all men of progress, forgetting their vain quarrels, to join its ranks to work for
the advent of a rational ethic of happiness, human dignity and social justice.

Grenoble (France), 11th October 2025

■ The Freethinkers, Humanists, Secularists and Associations of all continents associate
themselves with this Declaration:


